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By Roy K. Moulton

The Diary of a Donchend.

They say the best way (o make a
| Winter pass qulckly Is to indurse a note
{In the full. That has only a slight con-
nection with the momentous arcalr that
1 2m about to set down in my diury,
for | slgned my noto in the spring.

1 had often satd that I would never
sign o note for any man, not even my
brothier, hut about six months nEo un
old friend of my youth came into my
oflice with o hard luck tale that would
hive drapgged the briny tears from a
director of the beef trust,

He sald that, althouh he had not
Eeen me in nineteen yeurs, he Knew 1
would come to his rescue. He had been
cut In Oklahoma, where a eyelone had
blown his farm away, including a mak-
niticent barn contuining 20,000 bushels
of fine winter wheat. “The cyvelone wis
£0 Btrong that it blew his nrtesian well
away, wnd he was three weeks without
[water., That was  tough surely, but
{seemad to be only a prelude to the tale,
It seems that nine of his children woere
Blown away In the cyclone, and he had
never been able to And a trace of them.
With his wife anid remaining cleven
children he had come back te the old
| home town, He hadn't a shirt to his
back, and he was wearing n palr of
*hues that ho had horrowed from n
tallrond brakeman who worked nights
and daldn't need the shoes in the day-
thme. He hadn't had a mouthful to eat
in seven weeks, and his wife and eleven
| ¢hildron likewize had not tasted food.
i the square., the story that old
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